Lucy Fish is a fourth-year
veterinary student at the
University of Sydney, Faculty
of Veterinary Science. In the
following article, Ms. Fish
recounts her experience as a
conscientious objector to the
harmful use of animals for her

veterinary education.
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Learning to Heal
Without Learning to Kill

Lucy Fish and her dog Rupee, whom she adopted from the animal shelter where she performed her practice work.

ver since [ first discovered what a
Eveterinarian was, | have wanted to

become one. For me it meant
being in the ultimate position to help

animals by having the ability to save lives
and prevent animal suffering.

In 1997, I was accepted into the five-
year Veterinary Science degree at the
University of Sydney. Having refused to
do dissections in my previous schooling
and being involved in the anti-vivisection
movement from an early age, I was
horrified to discover that dissection and
vivisection of healthy animals was a
required part of the veterinary
curriculum. Not only was this a fact that

no one seemed to question, but also
there appeared to be no other way to
learn how to become a competent
veterinarian. I felt that my beliefs must
therefore be inappropriate in this case
and started first-year anatomy dissections
with the aim of "overcoming” these
feelings and in a way desensitize myself.
After all, it is not hard for a 17-year-old
to feel intimidated by grey-haired
academics in a totally unfamiliar
environment. We were fed lies about the
failings of veterinary graduates in the UK
because they did not perform lethal
surgeries and told horror stories of dogs
being bandaged to stop the abdominal
contents from falling out after spays.
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