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June 25, 2012

Re: Veterinary Support - SB 1221: A Bill Prohibiting Hounding of Bears
and Bobcats

Dear California Assembly Member,

As licensed California veterinarians, we join with the Humane Society
Veterinary Medical Association (HSVMA) in supporting SB 1221, a bill
that would prohibit the use of hounds to pursue bears and bobcats in
California.

As veterinarians, we strongly agree with the central premise of this
bill—that ‘hounding’ should be banned because it is inhumane and
unsportsmanlike. It is one of the most egregious methods of hunting.
Houndsmen typically use packs of dogs to pursue their prey. A bear or
bobcat may escape to a tree and is then shot down and viciously
attacked by the dog pack. Bears and bobcats may be the targets, but
packs of dogs can act unpredictably. Hounds often chase and kill other
wildlife, as well as farm animals and pets.

Not only are we disturbed by the inhumane treatment of the hounded
bears and bobcats; we are equally concerned about the dogs
themselves. Bears, even while injured, can inflict serious defensive
wounds on, or kill, attacking hounds. Because these dogs are typically
treated as investments, rather than beloved companion animals,
injured ones may receive inadequate—if any —veterinary medical care.
If deemed substandard performers, injured hunting dogs may be
abandoned. They may also run off, get lost during the chase, and
become wandering strays.

Hounding dogs are frequent victims of neglect. They may be kenneled
or tied outdoors for their entire lives, without much attention or
exercise, between hunts. Animal shelters, particularly in rural areas,
can become overburdened with abandoned hounds. Many of them
enter shelters in poor condition, emaciated and parasitized by fleas,
ticks and heartworms. Medically and financially, these dogs are more
challenging for shelters to re-home.

SB 1221 is a common-sense measure that will ensure bears and
bobcats in California are treated humanely, while providing a modicum
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of protection for the dogs used to pursue them. We ask for your support of this important

animal welfare legislation.
Signed by the following California veterinarians,

Jason Arndt, DVM, DACVIM, Culver City
Heather Aubrey, DVM, Studio City
Richard Bachman, DVM, Vallejo

Jill Bailey, DVM, El Segundo

Stephen R. Blake, DVM, CVH, San Diego
Peter Bowie, DVM, San Rafael

Christina Bradbury, MS, DVM, DACVIM, Meadow Vista
Mark Brookner, DVM, Los Angeles
Margaux Buchanan, DVM, San Francisco
Christi Camblor, DVM, Santa Rosa
Rachel Caspary, DVM, Chico

Richard Chu, DVM, San Francisco

Cheryl Clark, DVM, San Diego

James Clark, DVM, Novato

Kris Codino, DVM, Davis

Jennifer Conrad, DVM, Santa Monica
Ruth Corbo, DVM, Santa Maria

Martha M. Davis, DVM, San Rafael
Raymond L. Deiter, VMD, Sausalito

W. Jean Dodds, DVM, Santa Monica
Ruth Dunning, DVM, Lafayette

Charlotte Edinboro, DVM, PhD, San Carlos
Penny Elliott, DVM, Santa Rosa

Belinda Evans, DVM, Novato

Vanessa S. Flores, VMD, San Diego
Ramona Forelle, DVM, Santa Monica, CA
David Forster, DVM, Pomona
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Vera Heidolph, DVM, Encinitas
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Karen Klinger, DVM, San Diego

Barb Laderman-Jones, DVM, MS, Roseville
Paula LaHue, DVM Aptos
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Anne D. Lewis, DVM, San Diego

Peter Mangravite, DVM, DABVP, Santa Barbara
Armaiti May, DVM, Santa Monica
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Rebecca Meyers, DVM, Davis

Anne J. Miller, DVM, Novato

Grant Miller, DVM, Santa Rosa
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Siobhan O'Connor, DVM, DABVP, San Francisco
Judy Owens, DVM, Santa Cruz

Bethann Palermo, DVM, Sonoma

Richard Palmquist, DVM, Inglewood
Beverley Penzien, DVM, Martinez

Jean Rabinowitz, DVM, Davis

Regina Radtke, DVM, Martinez

Loren Reynolds, DVM, Mt. Hermon

Henry Melvyn Richardson, DVM, Paradise
Jyothi Robertson, DVM, Oakland
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Robin Rodi, DVM, Novato
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Veterinary Signatures in Support of SB 1221 (continued)

Jennifer Scarlett, DVM, San Francisco
Debra Scheenstra, DVM, Novato
Treasure Schultz, DVM, San Marcos
Linnaea Scott, DVM, Pasadena

David Shuman, DVM, Santa Cruz
Kelby Simison, DVM, Davis

Laurie Siperstein-Cook, DVM, Davis
Jeffrey J. Smith, DVM, Middletown
Matthew Smith, DVM, Los Angeles
Stacie Somes, DVM, Glendale
Cynthia Steele, DVM, Mill Valley

Ken Steele, DVM, San Anselmo
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Cory Stryker, DVM, Orange County
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Carol Szymanski, DVM, Palo Alto
Stefanie S. Thielemann, DVM, Tracy
Sharon Torrisi, DVM, Hermosa Beach
Avra Tracht, DVM, Santa Rosa

Holly Trief, DVM, JD, San Francisco
Ena Valikov, DVM, Long Beach
Sukhwinder Virk, DVM, Dublin

Keith Weingardt, DVM, CVA, San Diego
Abbie B. Whitehead, DVM,MPH, ACVPM, Fairfield
Mary Whitehill, DVM, Napa

Bonnie Yoffe-Sharp, DVM, Palo Alto
Dawn Ziegler, DVM, San Diego
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